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Janine Duffy & Yvette Pauligk

The nose knows! 
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A collaboration between a 
wildlife tour operator, a zoo 
& science: Monitoring nose 
patterns throughout life in 
tagged and captive koalas

& Yvette Pauligk, Werribee Zoo

Janine Duffy, Echidna Walkabout
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January  
1998

TOUR OPERATOR 
DISCOVERS KOALA 

IDENTIFICATION 
METHOD!
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COVERGIRL MARLA:  THEN & NOW! 

September 2015April 2015
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What's a nose 
pattern?
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Marla, 
one year 
later
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First, outline the pattern
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Fill & isolate the pattern
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Marla 23 July 
2014

Marla 30 April 
2015

Marla 15 Sept 
2015

           1

           1

          1

2

2

2

Point 1: pass

Point 1: 
pass

Point 2: pass

Point 2: pass

Compare the 
patterns
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Marla 30 April 2015

Marla 15 Sept 2015

Point 1: pass
Point 2: pass
Point 3: pass
Point 4: pass
Point 5: pass
Point 6: pass

Point 1: pass
Point 2: pass
Point 3: pass
Point 4: pass
Point 5: pass
Point 6: pass

SCORE: 
6/6

SCORE: 6/6

COMEBACK QUEEN MARLA SCORES PERFECT 6! 
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Does the method work on 
koalas in different regions?
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AND NOW FOR THE SCORES: 
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What 
happens 
when we 
compare 

two 
different 

individuals?



Janine Duffy www.EchidnaWalkabout.com.auwww.EchidnaWalkabout.com.au@ EchidnaW



Janine Duffy www.EchidnaWalkabout.com.auwww.EchidnaWalkabout.com.au@ EchidnaW

Thankyou! 

Janine Duffy, 
Echidna Walkabout Nature Tours
janine@echidnawalkabout.com.au

&
Yvette Pauligk, Werribee Zoo
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