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Values of the Scenic Rim

Why Bats?

❖ 25% of Australian mammal species are 

bats

❖ 80 Bat species in Australia

❖ 30 + bat species in Scenic Rim*

❖ 39% of mammal species in Scenic Rim

❖ Includes 3 out of 4 mainland flying-foxes

* Wildnet Qld

❖ World Heritage Gondwana rainforests

❖ Third highest biodiversity in Australia

❖ Volcanic history

❖ Spectacular mountainous scenery

❖ Outstanding examples of evolutionary 

history



Bat tourism - in your face

❖ Flying-foxes are highly visible 

❖ Flying-foxes live in cities, regional towns 

and “natural areas”

❖ They hang in trees during the day

❖ Evening flyouts of both flying-foxes and 

cave bats are spectacular

❖ Bat Tourism is an economically viable 

industry in the USA

❖ All it needs in Australia is buy-in from local 

host communities

❖ Interpretation and marketing are key to 

changing perceptions and gaining host 

community support 



Bat tourism economics

Congress Avenue Bridge, Austin

❖ Largest urban bat population in 

world

❖ 150,000 tourists a year- just for bats

❖ $1.5m in direct revenue from bats

❖ People gather in hundreds and 

thousands just to see the 

emergence

❖ Bat tours by boat

❖ Annual Bat festival

❖ Bats are now a cultural identity of 

Austin

❖ Nearby places are capitalising on 

bats 



No touch No risk
❖ Interpretation is key to risk messaging

❖ Risk avoidance behaviour is encouraged 

when positive messages are given with 

risk warnings

❖ People can only get Australian Bat 

lyssavirus (ABL) from a bite or scratch 

from an infected animal

❖ If you don’t touch a flying-fox there is 

no risk

❖ Risk of Hendra transmission is minimised 

by managing where and when horses 

graze, covering water troughs and 

vaccination

If you see any bat in trouble, ring a local wildlife care 

organisation or RSPCA, and a vaccinated carer will 

rescue the bat



Microbats of the Scenic Rim

❖ 25 insectivorous bat species

❖ 6 roost in caves and tunnels

❖ 19 roost in tree hollows

❖ Potential for bat viewing 

❖ Cave and tunnel emergence

❖ Bat Box emergence

❖ Citizen science projects

❖ Guided tourism experiences



Flying-foxes of the Scenic Rim

3 of 4 mainland flying-foxes plus

Nyctimene robinsoni

(Tube-nosed bat)

and

Syconycteris australis
(eastern blossom bat)

Les Hall

Australian Museum



Flying-fox Camps

❖ 10 active camps

❖ 3 continuous

➢ Canungra 

(Beechmont Rd)

➢ Flinders Peak

➢ Tamborine National 

Park

❖ 6 occasional

❖ 1 temporary



Interpretation



Existing Flying-fox Tourism in Australia

and more



Bat  Tourism Trail app

ausbattrail@gmail.com

The Great Australian Bat 

Tourism Trail

a joint project by Australasian Bat Society 

and Wildlife Tourism Australia

Scenic Rim Flying-foxes

The Scenic Rim has ten active camps. 

Three are occupied most of the year: 

Canungra (Beechmont Rd), Flinders Peak 

and Tamborine National Park. Other 

occasional and temporary camps can be 

found at times throughout the region (see 

map). Refer to the Scenic Rim Regional 

council for details of where and when bats 

can be seen. View camp at daytime or 

watch the evening flyout. Guided wildlife 

tours featuring flying-foxes in the Scenic 

Rim include Araucaria Ecotours.



Up close and personal - the virtual way



Tourism Survey

Cairns Tourism survey

Preliminary findings 

❖ Bats are a great tourism attraction and should be 

promoted more

❖ Bats are fascinating

❖ Flying-fox camps should be protected

Respondents wanted to know more about flying-foxes

They were interested in finding out about their local bats

https://prodsurvey.rcs.griffith.edu.au/prodls200/index.php/survey/index/sid/377635/newtest/Y/lang/en


Tourist Feedback

❖ Seeing big bats in the city is a surprise

❖ Most people find out by accident

❖ Some people find out at their hotel

❖ Some people know already from friends 

who have been here

❖ Some people come to Cairns especially to 

see the flying-foxes in the city

People who attended Bat Chats liked

❖ The interpretation from experts

❖ The  evening flyout

❖ Daytime behaviour



Comments
People who visited Cairns camp and/or 

attended Bat Chats were from

❖ Europe

❖ UK

❖ USA and Canada

❖ Interstate Australia

❖ Asia

❖ South America

❖ Africa

❖ Cairns



Social media



Visitor Quotes

Araucaria Ecotours, Qld

❖ “ Flyout from Ipswich colony (about 250,000 bats) was the highlight of the three days of 

wildlife viewing”- general comment from tourists 2006 – 2009

❖ One night we watched the flight from the Canungra colony, and an English guest said with 

a sense of wonder in his voice "you know, I sit and look into my garden at dusk most 

evenings hoping to see maybe one or two tiny bats flit through. I never thought I'd ever be 

watching hundreds upon hundreds of bats this size flying over!“ 

❖ Often while watching the Indooroopilly colony our guests would get excited as the first one 

or two flew towards us across the river. "Gee, aren't they big!" was a common 

exclamation, and this alone was enough to excite them. Then a dozen would come, then a 

hundred, then thousands, and our guests would be awe-struck.



❖ Survey of participants

❖ Target audience:                                                                          

Local residents and visitors                                       

Australasian Bat Night and other events

37 responses 

Knowledge before                         After

Have your views changed?
How useful was the information in 

understanding bats and people?



Inspiring visitors to act

❖ Raising awareness

❖ Australasian Bat night, bat 

chats, bat festivals  or other 

event or guided tour

❖ Bat Watch projects: e.g: Save 

Our Spectacled Flying-fox

❖ Tree planting programs – e.g. 

23,000 trees

❖ Habitat Restoration

❖ Caring for bats



Value adding with interpretation


