
0

Environment and wildlife and tourism: before, during 

and after COVID 19 lockdown

David Newsome, Environment and Conservation Sciences Group,

Murdoch University, Perth, Western Australia



1

Before-COVID 19 lockdown – general tourism and
over-tourism problems

Some examples of pre-covid lockdown wildlife tourism
(there are good examples, but we do have problems!)

During-COVID 19 lockdown – marked the suppression
of over-tourism, but in many situations, conservation has
suffered!

After-COVID-19 lockdown-back to normal or building
back better!

Purpose and content of this presentation
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UNWTO forecast: international tourist arrivals worldwide to 

increase by an average of 3.3% annually (2010 to 2030) with an 

increase of 43 million international tourist arrivals annually, 

reaching 1.8 billion arrivals by 2030. 
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Actual - before COVID-19
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Some related context 
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USA
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what Sri Lanka
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Biosphere reserves are areas of terrestrial and coastal ecosystems

promoting solutions to reconcile the conservation of biodiversity

with its sustainable use. 

Sri Lanka
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‘Ecotourism’ at a number 

of sites in Sri Lanka 

before COVID -19!

Misunderstandings in definition

Overt disturbance to wildlife

Lack of interpretation

Congestion

Environmental degradation

Track management

Off track access

Newsome, D. (2013). An ‘ecotourist's recent experience in Sri 

Lanka. Journal of Ecotourism, 12 (3), 210-220.
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‘Ecotourism’ in Sri Lanka before COVID -19!

Prakash, S. L., Perera, P., Newsome, D., Kusuminda, T., & Walker, O. (2019). Reasons for visitor dissatisfaction with wildlife 

tourism experiences at highly visited national parks in Sri Lanka. Journal of Outdoor Recreation and Tourism, 25, 102-112.
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‘Ecotourism’ in Sri Lanka before COVID -19!

Prakash, S. L., Perera, P., Newsome, D., Kusuminda, T., & Walker, O. (2019). Reasons for visitor dissatisfaction with wildlife 

tourism experiences at highly visited national parks in Sri Lanka. Journal of Outdoor Recreation and Tourism, 25, 102-112.

Causes of dissatisfaction at 5 national parks with respect to the

responsible stakeholders managing the cause

Park management: heavy traffic congestion, lack of wildlife viewing opportunities,

poor implementation of visitor guidelines, lack of concern for the environment and

Wildlife, poor condition of trails, poor interpretation, inappropriate behaviour of other

Visitors, wild animal attacks (75%)

Wildlife tour operators: reckless/poor driving, poor condition of the safari vehicle, 

expensive fees, cheating the tourists (25%)
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Before COVID -19 Bromo Geopark, traffic

congestion August 2019
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During COVID-19 lockdown
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During COVID- 19 lockdown

Cahyadi, H. S., & Newsome, D. (2021). The post COVID-19 tourism dilemma for geoparks in Indonesia.

International Journal of Geoheritage and Parks.
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Visibility of wildlife



20

During COVID -

19 lockdown

https://www.iucn.org/news/protected-areas/202012/iucn-green-list-a-key-ally-local-

communities-protected-areas-facing-challenge-covid-19

Loss of income for local

Communities

Decline in conservation activities

Increased mining, poaching

and logging

https://www.iucn.org/news/protected-areas/202012/iucn-green-list-a-key-ally-
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COVID -19 and wildlife conservation

Conservation hampered

Lack of enforcement

Increased poaching
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Reductions in road kill reported
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Lifting of lockdown – return to pre -

Pandemic

over-tourism

conditions

Cahyadi and Newsome – 2021
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After lockdown       Mt Rinjani. August 16, 2020
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McGinlay et al. (2020) Protected Areas in Europe
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Points made at a recent ecotourism conference: 

the post COVID-19 hope – however!

Tourism that is closer to home —smaller carbon footprint; greater 

resilience; slower travel; decreased impacts of future pandemics (rise 

in domestic tourism around the world has brought negative impacts)

Tourism that is of higher value and less volume (solutions?)

Host communities need a greater say in tourism policy and planning 

(proliferation of tourism providers along the Kinbatangan!)

Give nature a seat at the table (conservation efforts damaged by the  

COVID -19 pandemic)

Susan Becken of the Griffith Institute for Tourism, Australia Global Eco Asia-Pacific Tourism Conference, Margaret 

River, Western Australia. 1-3 Dec 2020.
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Situations that mitigate good nature tourism 

practice are associated with over-tourism

Congestion and crowding

Inability to enforce regulations or control situations

People encroaching on vulnerable sites

Soil erosion and trampling of vegetation

Disturbance to wildlife

Pollution and littering

Lack of educational and interpretive services

Lack of or poorly maintained/over stretched

facilities

Non-compliance with of codes of practice

Over development/excessive management footprint

Over-tourism is a pre and post pandemic lockdown

problem!



28

What are the options?

Site closures?

Controls on visitor numbers?

Zoning and dispersion

Increase the number of available sites

Limits of acceptable change

Education?

Demarketing?

Economic instruments?
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McGinlay et al. (2020)

McGinlay, J., Gkoumas, V., Holtvoeth, J., Fuertes, R. F. A., Bazhenova, E., Benzoni, A., ... & Chaminade, G. (2020).

The Impact of COVID-19 on the Management of European Protected Areas and Policy Implications. Forests, 11 (11), 1214
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Post COVID-19 pathways?

Will there be a new baseline of damaged

conditions? Depleted wildlife? 

Impoverished tourism scenarios? 

Negative scenario!

No reflection on previous tourism 

conditions and back to normal!

OR

Positive scenario?

A new awareness, increased funding for

conservation and tourism management.

Better quality ‘ecotourism’?
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Concluding remarks

COVID -19 likely to have resulted in more negative than positive 

environmental conditions

Wildlife Tourism severely disrupted with implications for wildlife 

conservation, the wildlife tourism industry and local communities

Post COVID -19 easing of lockdown shows substantial increases in 

domestic tourism and associated impacts

No evidence that the call for ‘building back better’ is starting to 

happen!

What are the best options for a more sustainable approach when 

global tourism activity resumes?


