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Part 2 of Webinars on WIldlife of SEQ

Free monthly series of 
webinars on getting to 
know our local wildlife 
and how to share them 
with Olympic (and other) 
visitors.



Three classes of mammal worldwide
 Monotreme

 Marsupial

 Placental



Three classes of mammal worldwide
1) Monotremes – lay eggs!

2) Marsupials – tiny almost embryonic joeys, continue development 
in pouch (kangaroos, koala, possums, quolls, bandicoots ….)

3) Placentals – uterus includes nurturing placenta, young born at 
more advanced stage (rodents, bats, dolphins, humans … most 
mammals throughout the world



 Placentals:  
everywhere! 

 Marsupials 
Australia, the 
Americas 
(mostly South) 

Where are the mammals?



Where are the mammals?
 Monotremes – ONLY 

Australia and New 
Guinea



Tourists LOVE seeing platypus. If they knew more 
about echidnas they’d be excited about them also



Some place-names in Australia:
 Porcupine Ridge

 Porcupine Rocks

 Porcupine Track

 Porcupine Gorge

            …………...



Some place-names in Australia:
 Porcupine Ridge

 Porcupine Rocks
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 Porcupine Gorge

            …………...

There are NO porcupines in Australia! 
(except maybe in zoos)



Echidnas are VERY different!

This is a porcupine



But echidnas are VERY different!

This is NOT a 
porcupine!!!



Yes, they do both have spines



Yes, they do both have spines

Long detachable quills Firmly attached spines



Big blunt nose

Rodent 
gnawing teeth



Big blunt nose

Rodent 
gnawing teeth

Long 
narrow 
snout

No teeth



Big blunt nose

Rodent 
gnawing teeth

Long 
narrow 
snout

No teeth

Long sticky 
tongue



Eats leaves, 
roots, other 
plant material

Mostly eats 
insects, 
especially 
ants and 
termites



Eats leaves, 
roots, other 
plant material

Mostly eats 
insects, 
especially 
ants and 
termites

Tip of 
snout 
detects 
electrical 
impulses



Footprints fairly “typical 
rodent”



Footprints fairly “typical 
rodent”

Footprints unique

Hind foot

Fore foot

Fore foot



Footprints fairly “typical 
rodent”

Footprints unique

Hind foot

Fore foot

Fore foot

Very powerful digging claws drag behind foot



 And what porcupine 
EVER laid an egg???



 And what porcupine 
EVER laid an egg???

 Or developed a 
pouch to raise its 
young in?



Monotremes – Platypus & Echidna
 “Mono-treme” = “One-hole” (cloaca for both reproduction and excretion)



 Egg-layers!!!

 Legs project sideways, like reptiles

 Give milk to young but with no nipples

 No teeth

 Electricity-sensitive bills

 Spurs on hind leg (male platypus spur is venomous)



Platypus
 Disbelief in England when seeing 

first specimen

 Ducklike bill, webbed feet, beaver 
tail

 Finds prey by electrical impulses

 Venomous spur (male)

 One of only two aquatic 
Australian mammals

 Sleeps and breeds in long 
convoluted burrow



Where to see them
Echidna

 Found throughout Australia

 Widespread in SEQ but 
unpredictable

 Need low shelter, and often 
in sites with termite mounds

Platypus

 Eastern coastal/subcoastal 
Australia

 Unpolluted creeks and rivers 
(many sites in SEQ), usually 
with trees, 1-3m deep

 Easier to detect in breeding 
season (July to December)



Minimal-impact viewing

Echidna
 Don’t try to handle 

them (unless in 
danger of roadkill)

 Keep a distance and 
quietly watch them 
“doing their own thing” 

 

Platypus
 Wait near water (not right at edge) 

just after dawn or just before dusk

 Wait QUIETLY and with no sudden 
movements

 Bubbles are often seen just before it 
surfaces

 When it dives it usually re-surfaces in 
under 3 minutes



Where to see them  in captivity
Echidna

 Lone Pine

 Australia Zoo

 Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary 
(Gold Coast)

Platypus

 Lone Pine

 David Fleay Wildlife Park 
(Gold Coast) 
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