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Acknowledgment of country

I would like to acknowledges the Traditional Owners 
of Country throughout Australia and acknowledges 

their continuing connection to land, waters and 
community. We pay our respects to the people, 

the cultures and the Elders past and present.

LΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƘƛŘƴŀ -  known as 
binba in the Yuggera and Turrbal languages here in 

South-East Queensland. Echidnas hold special 
meaning in Dreaming stories as resilient, wise 

animals, and today they continue to connect us with 
the deep knowledge and care for Country held by 

First Nations peoples.



My journey with echidnas





Distribution

Common?



Kangaroo Island Echidna 

Endangered!



Key Echidna Threats
ÅVehicle strikes

ÅDog attacks

ÅFire ants?

ÅClimate change?





The Data Gap: 
How many echidnas?

ÅMost observations from 
urban areas

ÅSystematic data is urgently 
needed!



The vision: Building a 
baseline

Å Determine approx. abundance of 
echidnas in SEQLD



The Plan

Student research

Community groups







Differentiating echidna  and bandicoot diggings 
through quantifiable  characteristics

Chenrui Lyu (Rui)
Email: chenrui.lyu@student.uq.edu.au

Phone: (+61) 421269583

fќůШũŸŸťŔŰŊШŉŸƖа

Photos and measurements of diggings

Tips on locations where echidna / bandicoot 

        are active

Someone to join me in the field if you're free!

mailto:chenrui.lyu@student.uq.edu.au






Are echidna populations genetically healthy and robust?


